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GLOBAL INFLUENCE
Following years of travelling and moving house, Susie and Tom Wisdom  

have transformed a Victorian villa in Kent into their forever home 
FEATURE AMY MAYNARD PHOTOGRAPHS RICHARD GADSBY

STYLING JILL SHEARER

The paints used on the bookcases 
and shutters echo colours in the 
painting (seen below) by Karen 

Birchwood. The hues are Stone Blue 
and Brinjal respectively, both by 

Farrow & Ball. The blue armchair was 
bought at auction in Cape Town.
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Susie and Tim Wisdom’s married life has seen 
them setting up home in several different 
locations around the world, including within 
England from 1994 onwards. Their impressive 

run of house moves here have included Canterbury in 
Kent, Branscombe in Devon, and South West London, 
after which they decided they wanted to settle once 
and for all in the countryside and turned their 
attention back to Kent. “I had a friend in Tenterden, 
added to which when I was a child we had a holiday 
cottage in Dymchurch, so I knew this area,” says Susie. 

The house the couple fell in love with is nestled in  
a bucolic village with a thirteenth-century church, an 
award-winning pub and close to the pretty market town 
of Rye. The property piqued their interest when they 
saw it online, so, in October 2013, they travelled  
down from London to see it in person. The Victorian 
villa’s impressive proportions, plus the majestic 
weeping willow – Susie’s favourite tree – that stands 
proudly outside the front of the house, prompted  
them to put in an offer immediately. 

Four months later, the property was Susie and  
Tim’s and they started redecorating and updating  
it.  having the house repainted throughout and added 
grey sisal carpets in the sitting room and up the stairs. 
Aside from knocking down a stud wall in the study 
and turning the dressing room into a bathroom, they 

ABOVE The walls in 
the sitting room are 
painted in Farrow & 
Ball’s Light Blue, with 
touches of gold and 
red adding a richness  
to the scheme. The 
painting behind the 
sofa is by John 
Hammond and  
the one above the 
commode is by  
JH Amshewitz.
RIGHT This side room 
off the sitting room 
offers a quiet study 
area. The built-in 
shelving provides 
elegant storage for 
books and a place to 
display family 
photographs.

The sofa from George Smith 
formed the basis of the sitting 
room’s soothing scheme. For a 

similar fireplace try The 
Pompadour from Chesneys. The 

ornate sconces came from 
Bentley’s Fine Art Auctioneers in 

Cranbrook, Kent and the painting 
to the right of the fireplace is by 

Jef de Panthou. 
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didn’t do any major renovations. “We had it all done 
whilst we were living in the house,” says Susie, “but it 
wasn’t too bad because we have had so much work 
done in our time that we are used to it.” 

The four-bedroom house, painted white with 
pale-green window frames, sits majestically at the end 
of a gravel driveway. Inside, there is an eclectic mix of 
styles to be found that come together to create an 
inviting, cosy interior. A beautiful orangery-style 
extension creates a wonderfully light dining and 
seating area with a Swedish feel, filled as it is with 
painted Gustavian-style furniture, fresh white shutters 
and splashes of red. In the kitchen, Susie was pleased 
to find good-quality cabinets in situ that only needed  
a quick update with a lick of soft olive-grey paint to 
replace a bright apple-green colour. It was whilst  
living in Belgium for engineer Tim’s job that Susie 
developed her love of pale interiors. “My palette  
tends to be quite calm and then I accent it with red 
and pink. I like to look at a room and see what is 
needed to lift it a bit,” she says.

The sitting room has a classic French aesthetic,  
with gilded accessories, a chandelier and pale blue 
hues. “We found the blue George Smith sofa and  

the scheme developed from there,” Susie explains. 
Sitting on the sofa is one of a pair of teal velvet 
cushions she found at The Shop Next Door in Rye. 
“Never underestimate the value of a cushion,” she says.

Upstairs in the main guest room, the understated 
decor is enlivened with a bold red-and-white striped 
headboard and a lacquered chinoiserie chest. “The 
chest used to be in our old hall and the children kept 
coats in it, but when we moved here it just worked at 
the end of the spare bed and helped tie the scheme 
together,” says Susie. Meanwhile, the master bedroom, 
with its grey walls and duck-egg blue soft furnishings, 
has a more muted, feminine feel.

Susie and Tim love to visit French brocantes to pick 
up bits and pieces for the house, and Susie also makes 
time to visit the Decorative Antiques & Textiles Fair  
in London’s Battersea Park. “I buy the odd tureen or  
a bit of fabric that I eventually get around to making 
something with,” she says. “But I am trying very hard 
not to accumulate more stuff. Now, if I buy something, 
I have a ‘one-in, one-out’ policy.” 

Outside, the garden is a triumph, complete with  
an antique pond Susie and Tim found at a local 
reclamation yard, and a sweet summerhouse, clad 



It was whilst living in Belgium that  
Susie developed her love of pale interiors

ABOVE & FAR LEFT 
The vivid carpet and 
art on the walls add 
dashes of vibrant 
colour to the 
otherwise neutral 
kitchen. The cabinets 
are painted in Farrow 
& Ball’s French Gray 
and the walls are 
painted in Farrow & 
Ball’s Cornforth 
White. For a similar 
kitchen try the 
Smallbone of Devizes 
hand-painted range.
LEFT The orangery-
style extension is  
a striking feature  
to the rear of  
the house.

ABOVE The Swedish 
farmhouse table in 

the dining area was 
sourced from an 
antique shop in 

Petworth. A crystal 
chandelier suspended 
from the roof lantern 

lends a touch of 
decadence to the 

space. The armchair 
to the left is covered 
in a jolly Colefax and 
Fowler check which 
ties in with the red 

gingham used on the 
armoire doors, both 

adding a shot of 
colour to the 

otherwise muted 
hues in the scheme.
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ABOVE Susie and 
Tim bought the 
lacquered chest  
in the main guest 
bedroom from an 
antiques shop in 
Brussels whilst  
they were living  
in Belgium. 
LEFT The antique 
walnut chest of 
drawers adds a 
pleasing contrast to 
the grey paintwork in 
the master en-suite 
bathroom. Try Marble 
Mosaics Ltd for a 
similar basin.

in green weatherboard to match the soft green of the 
window frames and the orangery-style extension.

It is clear that the couple’s once-nomadic existence 
has made its mark on their style choices. In addition to 
the pretty European air that their home exudes, there 
are touches from other corners of the world, too, such 
as the dark-painted wooden shutters in the study and 
elephant-motif cushions in the main guest bedroom.

Also evident at every turn is Susie’s natural ability  
as a stylist. “I would have loved to have worked in 
interior design,” she says. “Funnily enough, just before 
I met Tim, I had signed up to do an interior design 
course, but then life changed direction. My friends 
have always said I should be doing something in 
interiors because I help everyone with their houses, 
but it’s just never happened.”

This creative flair has been nurtured for many years. 
“Although I trained to be a teacher, when we lived 

The couple’s once nomadic existence has 
made its mark on their style choices



‘Never underestimate  
the value of a cushion’

in South Africa I worked in the first Biggie Best 
interiors shop,” says Susie. “I have always liked doing 
things with my hands and arranging things. I have just 
done a felting course and I am about to go on a 
sculpting course. I just like doing different things.”

The decision to settle in this part of Kent has been 
the right one for Susie and Tim. The couple are 
relishing life in the so-called ‘garden of England’ but 
can get to London easily with the nearby high-speed 
rail link. Susie travels to the capital regularly for art 
exhibitions, but there is plenty to occupy the couple 
locally. “I love to garden, I play bridge and I go to 
pilates and book club. Plus, Tim and I walk our dog 
Molly on the beach at Dymchurch.” 

At the end of a busy day, Susie loves nothing more 
than sitting in the orangery overlooking the garden or 
enjoying the views from the front of the house. “I look 
towards the church and the sheep peacefully grazing in 
the field next to it and it’s such a peaceful scene.”  n

RIGHT Susie bought 
the white bedspread 

in the master 
bedroom in 

Kathmandu whilst 
visiting her son, who 
was travelling at the 

time. She and Tim 
found the bedside 

tables at the Marché 
Aux Puces in Paris.
BELOW LEFT The 
antique pond was 

sourced from 
Symonds Salvage  

in Kent. 
BELOW RIGHT The 

couple have added a 
summerhouse to the 
garden and Susie has 

lined one wall of it 
with vintage china.
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